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Persona is a visual essay 
based on the fifth chapter of 
the book “Love’s Body” writ-
ten in 1966 by the American 
scholar, writer and social phi-
losopher Norman O. Brown.

Through the use of quotes, 
aphorisms, poetry and free 
associations, “Love’s Body” 
paints a portrait of the divine-
ly inspired schizophrenic who 
transforms the world
by poetic imagination and 
by his refusal to accept the 
boundaries that define the 
normal sense of reality.

By juxtaposing excerpts from 
“Love’s Body” chapter V with 

images found online and 
subsequently reassembled 
by the author, Persona pro-
jects the vision and research 
of Brown in the current times 
exposing the multifarious na-
ture of personal identity in 
relation to the digital era.

At the centre of the Perso-
na universe lies the multiple 
and collective nature of what 
we call “the individual”, in 
the words of the philosopher 
Rosi Braidotti: “a transversal 
entity, a moveable assem-
blage within a common life-
space that the subject never 
masters nor possesses but 
merely inhabits, crosses, al-
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ways in a community, a pack, 
a group or a cluster.”

Persona is an unbound, lim-
ited edition publication that 
can be displayed as a wall 
piece.
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Installation view at Twenty14 Gallery Milan, April 2017

Video, 00:19:48, 2017
https://vimeo.com/148712732

https://vimeo.com/148712732

